Builth Wells Primary School
April 2025 Newsletter

Diary Dates

April

29 — Parents Evening — Area Learning Support Class only
30t — Parents Evening — all classes

May
1st — Parents Evening — all classes except ALSC.

5t — May Bank Holiday

7th — Class and Year 6 photos

11t — Urdd Girls’ Netball Competition Finals

13th — Pontio Music Project Dosbarth Pen y Graig
234 — Tag Rugby at Ysgol Dolafon

26th — 30t Half Term Holiday & Eisteddfod Finals

June

5th _ Mewn Cymeriad theatre workshop — ‘lorwerth o'r Epynt’ — a play that tells the
story of a young boy who lived on the mountain before the community was uprooted
by the Ministry of Defence in 1940. This will launch the theme for the second half of
the summer term for junior classes.

11th — Sports Day — Juniors from 9.30a.m. / Foundation from 1.30p.m. (Reserve 18™)
13t — Friends of BWCP Fashion Show

27t — Cluster Inset Day

July
7th_11th Transition Week — Year 6 at Ysgol Calon Cymru. Arrangements for transition

for year groups within our own school to be shared at a later date.
11th — Friends of BWCP Summer Fete

15th — Y6 Leavers After-School Party

17t — Y6 Leavers Assembly 2pm.

18t — Break for summer

Staff News

| am very pleased to be able to announce that Mrs. Rachel Jones has been
appointed to the position of Deputy Headteacher on a permanent basis.

Mrs. Clare Anthony has joined us in Dosbarth Nant yr Arian, job-sharing with Mrs.
Jones.




Mrs. Rhian Joseph-Morgan has decided that life is busy enough with young twins at
the moment so she will not be returning to work after Easter after her period of
maternity leave. On behalf of all staff, parents, children and governors | should like to
thank Mrs. Joseph-Morgan for all her hard work over 17 years at Builth Wells
Primary School.

We are currently advertising for a midday supervisor as Ms. Teri Morgan has decided
it is time for a change. Job details can be found on the Powys Jobs website. Please
share with anyone who might be interested.

Governing Body Update

We are pleased to have been able to appoint two new community governors, Mr.
Manni Nagi and Ms. Blue MacKaskill. The constitution of our governing body is now:
Local Authority Governors — Mrs. Hannah Jones (Chair), Rev. Mark Beaton and one
vacancy

Community Governors — Mr. Matthew Morris (Vice-Chair), Mr. Manni Nagi and Ms.
Blue MacKaskill

Town Council Representative — Mrs. Alison Lewis

Parent Governors — Mr. Marc Dowse, Mr. Sam Cook, Dr. Dominic Horne and Ms.
Jess Sharma

Teacher Governor — Mrs. Rachel Jones

Staff Governor — Ms. Eryl Davies

One of our new governors, Manni Nagi, was recently recognised when he was made
a Humanitarian Civil Diplomat. As Welsh Ambassador for the CEO Sleepout charity,
Manni will join a host of business leaders to brave a night in Cardiff when the charity
raises a fundraising sleepout on 15t May. Good luck Manni and congratulations on
the Humanitarian award!

The Spring Term at Builth Wells Primary has been as busy as ever...

Year 4 Residential Visit
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We took all Year 4 for a one-night residential at the Urdd éentre in Cardiff in January and
we had a wonderful time visiting Techniquest, The Principality Stadium, The Hollywood
Bowl, the statue of Betty Campbell, The Senedd and Saint Fagans.




School Eisteddfod

On March 7" we enjoyed another
wonderful school Eisteddfod, and we
were blessed with a visit from Mrs.
Michelle Davies who donated and
presented Eisteddfod chairs to the
winners of the writing competition,
beginning a tradition of providing a
memento which can be kept by winners
of the competition.

Dydd Dewi Sant

It's always a pleasure to see the children
come to school in their Welsh costumes to
celebrate St. David’s Day.




Urdd Eisteddfod

e dfoct | Once again, we had a significant presence at both the local
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Cystadleuacth: ‘Cylch’ Eisteddfod and the regional ‘Rhanbarth’ Eisteddfod.
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We should like to offer our huge congratulations to all the
children who took part and extend our sincere thanks to all
parents and staff who helped and supported the children so
that they could have the experience of performing on a stage
in a theatre.

[ Eagen  Gastpmia

Cwis Dim Clem

The annual competition tests children’s knowledge
of Wales and famous Welsh people. This year our
team from Dosbarth Pen y Graig won the South
Powys competition with an almost perfect score and
went on to represent the region in the national
competition where they also performed incredibly
well. Llongyfarchiadau pawb!

Urdd Netball and Rugby Competitions

The mixed netball team and the girls’ rugby team won the regional round of the Urdd
competitions, qualifying to represent the region at the finals at Aberystwyth in May.

Bronze Sports Ambassadors

Sports Development Officer, Maggie
Trainor, visited to provide additional
training for our young Sports
Ambassadors, a few of whom also
attended the cricket coaching session.

Safer Internet Day

Digital leaders were presented with an award for their
efforts in promoting safe approaches to being online.




Sinfonia Cymru

Alljunior children attended a performance of ‘“Ty Un
Nos / House in One Night’ telling the story of the
Welsh tradition that if you could build a house and
have smoke coming out of the chimney before dark
then you could live in it.

Cerddamdani

S4C worked with Dosbarth Gwy to film a new episode of Bendibwmbwls which will be
shown on TV later in the year. The children had loads of fun with the crew of the show!

Year 6 Residential
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We took Year 6 to ‘Oaker Wood’ for their 2-night residential course. This was a new
destination for us, and we really enjoyed the experience of glamping in the woods
(thankfully the weather was very kind to us in March!). The children took part in a wide
range of outdoor adventurous activities, including climbing, zip-wires and paintballing.

Year 5 Residentials

Both of the Year 5 groups took part in a 2-night residential stay at Gwersyll yr Urdd,
Llangrannog. The children took part in a wide range of activities, including go-karts,
skiing, high ropes, quad-biking and a walk to the beautiful beach. We were so lucky the
sun shone for both groups.

Community Engagement

Members of the Fire Service visited Foundation
learners to show them how a fire engine
operates. The children had great fun sitting in
the cab and aiming the hose so that they could
learn about the force of water.

School Nurse

We were pleased to welcome the school nurse team to Builth Primary School on 14t
March. Younger children learned about the importance of dental hygiene whilst older
children learned about respecting personal space and boundaries and the changes that
take place as we grow.




The Bumbles of Honeywood

SJ Homes will be supporting us in our efforts to develop the
children’s entrepreneurial skills over the next few years. They
have enabled us to join a national project called ‘The
Bumbles of Honeywood’ in which the current Year 2 groups
will take part in workshops and projects over 3 years, the first
one being held in March this year.

Year 6 - Arrangements for School Transport for Transition Days.

If your child doesn’t usually use school transport but you are hoping to make use of it for
the transition week, please be advised that bus companies will only be able to offer
seats if they have spare capacity.

Applications for School Transport

All applications for school transport need to be made by 315t May online via the Powys
website. Any applications received after this date may result in a delay in receiving a bus
pass. Learners will not be allowed to use school transport unless this process has been
completed, and they have been allocated a place.

During the summer term, Powys will be updated transport routes and parents will be
able to use the MY Powys account online to see the updated timetables and routes.

Kitchen Pod

The new kitchen pod has been installed and will soon be operational meaning hot meals
will be prepared on site. Our thanks to Powys County Council for making this possible
and for covering the cost of replacement gates as part of this project.

Attendance — New Policy

A new attendance policy was adopted by governors at our meeting on 24" March.
We will send a summary of the important points after Easter.
Help us to support your child’s learning. Did you know...?
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Punctuality is also very important. Children arriving after 8.50a.m are recorded as
late on the register.

Pe?vsys

Free School Meals
Are you eligible to claim Free School Meals?

All primary school aged children are entitled to universal free school meals. We have
seen a positive increase in the number of children who are now eating hot meals at
lunchtime, and it has been lovely to see and hear the learners using their knowledge
of healthy eating from last term when making choices of what to eat.

Did you know? If you are on a low income or are receiving Income Support, Job
Seekers Allowance, State Pension Guaranteed Credit, Employment and Support
Allowance, Child Tax Credit, Universal Credit or are an Asylum Seeker getting
support under the Immigration and Asylum Act you can apply for ‘Free School Meals
status.’ This will enable you to receive the School Clothing Grant, which can be up to
£125 per learner and provide a significant amount of funding for schools to provide
additional support to learners from low-income families. The application form and
more details can be accessed on:

Free school meals - Powys County Council

The Youth and Family information Service is a one-stop shop
k&ﬁ.ﬂ where parents, carers and young people can obtain a range of
. information for young people aged 0-25 years and their families.

il More information can be found on: Familv Information Service -
= Powys County Counci

Powys Early Help Team

Early help may be needed at any point in a child or young person'’s life and the Early
Help Team seek to offer support quickly to reduce the impact of any problems that
may have already emerged. This animation provides more information about the
Early Help Team and the support they can offer to families: Early Help Team

Referral to the Early Help Team is through self-referral by requesting a referral form
on: Get support from the Early Help Team - Powys County Council or through a
school referral. Please contact Mrs Rachel Jones on alnco @ builth powys.sch.uk for
more information on this.
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Mental health support from Silver Cloud

SilverCloud’

by Amwetl”

Silver Cloud offer digital mental health and wellbeing courses which are trusted by
the NHS and HSE. They offer evidence-based digital mental health support for
children and young people and can be accessed through their website: Digiial
Mental Health Support for Young People | SilverCloud® by Amwell®

Did you know? Mrs Rachel Jones has been trained as a Mental Health First Aider. If
you have any queries, concerns or questions in regard to your child’s mental health
and wellbeing, please contact Mrs Jones through the school office or directly on
alnco@builth.powys.sch.uk

Family Advice Communication Education
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Uniform Reminder

We expect all children to be dressed appropriately for school, according to our uniform policy
and taking account of the prevailing weather. Children must wear black shoes, trainers or
ankle boots but not hiking boots, work boots or similar. Please remember to check that
jumpers and cardigans still have names on the labels. Spare uniform can be sourced from
The Builth Primary Uniform Sell / Swap / Giveaway Facebook page organised by The
Friends of Builth Wells primary School. We also have some items in the school office which
are free to those who need them.

Children must wear appropriate clothes for P.E. Crop tops, jeans and baggy trousers are not
acceptable.

Health and Safety Reminder

Please remember to keep to 5mph when driving through the car park and do not
park or drop-off in the bus bay. Diolch.




Please could you also help us to remind children to take care on

stop but must wait until they are sure it is safe.

Pasg Hapus / Happy Easter,
G. Cornelius

Headteacher

the zebra crossing near the Police Station. We are trying to remind
everyone that they mustn’'t assume drivers are going to see them or

10




