Builth Wells Primary School
January 2025 Newsletter

Diary Dates

January

29t — Urdd Mixed Netball Competition for Y5/6

30t-31st— Year 4 Residential Visit to the Urdd Centre, Cardiff.

30" — M&M Theatre Production of ‘Aladdin’ — a reward for children for their wonderful
Christmas performances.

February

14% - Friends of BWCP ‘Love Yourself Day’

18t — Urdd Rugby Competition for Y3/4 and Y5/6

19-21% Friends of BWCP Book Sale

21st— Marking National Science Day with activities (actually falls during half term).

24t — 28t Half Term (Busy Bees Holiday Club running Monday to Thursday).

March

4™ — Sinfonia Cymru’s school show for 2025, Ty Unnos / The One-Night House for Years
3-6 at The Wyeside

7t _ School Eisteddfod for all learners. Children will be asked to wear traditional Welsh
costume, Wales replica sports kits or other items of red clothing.

11t — S4C coming to film ‘Bendibwmbwls’ at our school

14t — ‘Bwncath’ gig for junior children organised by Ysgol Calon Cymru’s Criw Cymraeg
15t — Cylch (Local Area) Eisteddfod competitions (venue TBC)

17th — 19t Year 6 Residential visit to Oaker Wood Leisure

215t - School Closed for Inset / Staff Training Day

25t and 26™ - Parents Evening for Welsh Stream

26t — 28t — Y5 Cadair Idris residential visit to Gwersyll yr Urdd, Llangrannog

29 — Rhanbarth (Regional) Eisteddfod at Theatr Brycheiniog

April

15t — The Bumbles of Honeywood Young Entrepreneurs Programme for all Year 2 children
1st— Cross-Country event for Ysgol Calon Cymru cluster primary schools 4.15-5.15p.m
15t and 2" — Parents Evening for English Stream

2nd _ 4t Y5 Pen y Graig residential visit to Gwersyllyr Urdd, Llangrannog

g™ and 10t — Cerddamdani- Music workshops every class Reception - Year 6

10*" — Powys Schools Cross-Country Competition at The Royal Welsh Showground

10" — Friends of BWCP Easter Bingo

14" - 25 Easter Holidays




Christmas Events

Thank you to everyone who came to see our Christmas performances and for
supportlng the Busy Bees raffle. We think the children enjoyed their parties and the
b younger children had a visit from Father Christmas.
With the help of our wonderful Friends of Builth Wells
Primary, Santa gave some wonderfully original
presents to the children, and it was the Friends who
once again supported our School Council with their
preparations for another fabulous Christmas dinner
with their donation of the reindeer antlers — everyone
looked amazing!

Builth Wells Town Council once again provided a memorable experience for the children
(and staff!) with their Santa Drive-By. It was a very fitting way to say ‘Au Revoir’ to Mrs.
Carter.

Busy Bees entered the Christmas tree competition at St.
Mary’s Church. Their representation of ‘A Spaceman
Came Travelling’ received lots of votes. Special thanks to
Mrs. Meadows for assisting the children with their entry.

Dosbarth Peny Fan led our Shoebox Appeal and
collected 27 shoeboxes (a new record!). They were
collected by Gemma and Hayley from ‘Help Our
Homeless Wales’ and taken Cardiff. Well done Peny Fan
and thank you to everyone who donated.




So, what’s new in 2025?
Whole School Focus of Learning

This term we are all focusing on improving ‘critical thinking and problem-solving skills’
by developing our approach to thinking and learning in Maths & Numeracy and Science
& Technology. Our Science / Technology / Engineering / Mathematics (STEM)-based
whole school theme is focused on learning about and applying forces in everyday
situations and has been adapted to suit each age group.

For example, Foundation children in both streams got some ‘hands-on’ experience of
push and pull forces when they visited the park at The Groe.

Children in Dosbarth Nant yr Arian have been learning about blowing as a force and
applying their knowledge to create some wonderful pictures with a drinking straw and
some paint. They have also created ‘blow’ painting wallpaper in the style of Jackson
Pollock, an artist the children wanted to learn more about.




. _ Meanwhile, older children have been learning
\r‘l ' how to identify, measure and control variables
when letting toy cars roll down a ramp. They are
investigating the effect of changing one variable
- the surface they roll on — and then calculating
and trying to explain the difference in distance
travelled when thinking about friction. They are
now applying what they have learned to find out
how rough and smooth surfaces are chosen for
specific reasons when designing products.

Children in Years 5 and 6 are now applying
what they have learned about planning a fair
test to independently investigate a different variable, e.g. changing the angle of the
ramp, the type of car, size of wheels, etc. They will extend their thinking and learning by
finding out how these factors are taken into account when designing vehicles, e.g.
tractor tyres vs racing car tyres.

The children’s understanding of designing a fair test has been
further enhanced by engaging with the bilingual ‘E-sgol /
Sparklab’ project over four weeks. Led by specialist science
teachers, the children are provided with a series of
interactive lessons aimed at developing an appreciation of
Chemistry. They are shown, step-by-step, how to plan a fair
test to investigate the effect of placing a dirty coin into
different liquids.

The projects are proving to be an excellent way of increasing
the children’s awareness of using precise vocabulary in both English and Welsh.




Expressive Arts

Siani Sionc

The children in Dosbarth Irfon, Gwy,
Nantyrarian and Bryn Garth enjoyed a
singing session in Welsh this morning
with 'Siani Sionc. They all had fun
learning songs and joining in with the
actions.

Diolch yn fawr 'Siani Sionc'!

Dosbarth Tryfan produced some lovely artwork to represent ‘stepping into the New
Year’

The return of an old friend - The Welsh Whisperer!

We were delighted to welcome back the ever popular ‘Welsh
. Whisperer’ to perform a selection of songs for the children to
sing and dance along to.

Community Engagement

Mrs. Michelle Davies took a group of children to
Ltangammarch Church before Christmas to sing songs and
carols in their Christmas service. Everyone enjoyed the
children’s performance. Diolch yn fawr iawn Mrs. Davies and
to the parents for bringing the children along to the service.




Dosbarth Peny Fan’s Macmillan charity collection resulted in 193
plastic chocolate boxes being collected. The children sorted the boxes
and used the data to do some maths. The boxes were then collected
by Brecon Rotary Club who organise this excellent fundraiser.

Dosbarth Peny Fan had a visit from Gemma and Hayley from 'Helping Our Homeless
Wales'

They came in to talk to the children about the shoeboxes that they collected and put
together before Christmas and they also brought in a sleep pod to show us. We enjoyed
exploring it!

Pupil-Led Committees
School Council / Cyngor Ysgol

Last term the School Council helped us to review how well we teach and learn about
Diversity and Inclusion. They surveyed each class to find out what resources were
available to help improve our learning experiences; we ordered additional resources
and planned extra learning experiences based on their results. In December, the Powys
lead for Diversity, Mary Strong, was accompanied on a
learning walk around the school by the School Council
who explained how they had been learning about the
whole school approaches we had been developing,
together with work undertaken in each class, such as
learning about Reggae music in Dosbarth Elan and the
Stick 2 ‘percussion around the world’ workshop
(pictured with Dosbarth Bryn Garth).




Bl The School Council explained how Cardiff Blues

| had provided children with an experience of

" wheelchair rugby and children had found out about
B influential Welsh people from an ethnic minority /
global majority background, such as Betty

| Campbell and Ben Cabango. Mrs. Strong was very
complimentary of the children and the work
undertaken in this aspect of Curriculum for Wales.

This term the School Council is helping us to review our approach to teaching, learning
and responding to allegations of bullying and will help us review and update our policy.
They are also helping to develop our ‘Food and Fitness’ policy and our ‘Attendance’
policy.

Digital Leaders / Arweinwyr Digidol

Earlier this month, one of our digital lead governors, Marc Dowse, joined Mrs. Gill
Williams and the digital leaders to review provision for digital learning. They are now
producing an action plan to help further improve the development of skills.

Eco Committee / Pwyllgor Eco

Eco Club has met to plan what they want to plant in the garden areas this spring. It has
been decided that we will plant garlic, peas, pumpkins and Nasturtiums (so we can try
eating the petals). Each group will have a vegetable box to look after.

Bronze Sports Ambassadors / Llysgenhadon Chwaraeon Efydd

Powys Sports Development Officer, Maggie Trainor, has visited school on a couple of
occasions this term to provide further training for our sports ambassadors — Phoebe
Jones, Gerrad Gallagher, Imogen Hedderly and Harvey Claridge in Year 6. During the
sessions the children have had an opportunity to learn new games to play during
breaktimes and lunchtimes and had the opportunity to lead these games with Maggie.

Criw Campus

This term, we have been running Welsh games every Tuesday and Thursday with the
sports ambassadors. Also, we’ve been giving out stickers and whoever joins in with our
games and speaks Welsh can get a Seren Cymraeg which is a chart everyone has in
their classrooms to earn a class prize. We have been leading assemblies and so far we
have set lolo’s Challenge for each class to record a video about their favourite bird and
we have introduced Dydd Miwsig Cymru which is on the 7™ February. We have asked
each class to listen to four Welsh songs and to collect information about which song
they like the best. In our assemblies each Tuesday, we also announce the “Siaradwr yr
Wythnos” for that week.

(Written by Zoe and Myra, Criw Campus).




Criw Siarter

'~ The Criw Cymraeg have been busy looking at the
responses to the Seren and Sbarc questionnaires
all the classes in the Welsh Stream completed
before Christmas and we as a Criw have decided
that we have two targets.

Target 1: To speak more Welsh in class when
working

Target 2: To speak Welsh on the yard and in the corridors.

We prepared an assembly to share the targets and our new idea about how to
encourage more children to speak Welsh. We have decided when we are awarding
‘Siardawr Cymreag yr Wythnos’ - The Welsh Speaker of the Week award in
assembly that they will not only have a certificate but they will get to choose a prize
out of the ‘Tiwba Lwcus’ — Lucky Dip. We have already heard more children speaking
Welsh because of this. The Criw Cymraeg and the Bronze Ambassadors have also

been busy on the yard playing Welsh yard games to help the children speak more
Welsh on the yard.

(Eleri and Erin Criw Cymraeg Members)

Additional Information and Support

Attendance

Help us to support your child’s learning. Did you know...?
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Children arriving after 8.50 are recorded as late on the register.
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Free School Meals
Are you eligible to claim Free School Meals?

All primary school aged children are entitled to universal free school meals. We have seen a
positive increase in the number of children who are now eating hot meals at lunchtime, and it
has been lovely to see and hear the learners using their knowledge of healthy eating from last
term when making choices of what to eat.

Did you know? If you are on a low income or are receiving Income Support, Job Seekers
Allowance, State Pension Guaranteed Credit, Employment and Support Allowance, Child Tax
Credit, Universal Credit or are an Asylum Seeker getting support under the Immigration and
Asylum Act you can apply for ‘Free School Meals status.’ This will enable you to receive the
School Clothing Grant, which can be up to £125 per learner and provide a significant amount of
funding for schools to provide additional support to learners from low-income families. The
application form and more details can be accessed on:

Free school meais - Powys County Council

The Youth and Family information Service is a one-stop shop where
mﬂ parents, carers and young people can obtain a range of information for
young people aged 0-25 years and their families.
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l More information can be found on: Family Information Service - Powys
County Councit

Powys Early Help Team

Early help may be needed at any pointin a child or young person’s life and the Early Help Team
seek to offer support quickly to reduce the impact of any problems that may have already
emerged. This animation provides more information about the Early Help Team and the support
they can offer to families: Early Help Team

Referral to the Early Help Team is through self-referral by requesting a referral form on: Get
support fram the Early Help Team - Powys County Councii or through a school referral. Please
contact Mrs Rachel Jones on aincc@builth.powys.sch.uicfor more information on this.

Mental health support from Silver Cloud

SilverCloud

by Armwvell

Silver Cloud offer digital mental health and wellbeing courses which are trusted by the NHS and
HSE. They offer evidence-based digital mental health support for children and young people
and can be accessed through their website: Digital Mental Healt h Supoort for Young Psogle |
SitverCloud? by Amwell?




Did you know? Mrs Rachel Jones has been trained as a Mental Health First Aider. If you have any
queries, concerns or questions in regard to your child’s mental health and wellbeing, please
contact Mrs Jones through the school office or directty on alnco@builth.powys.sch.uk

Family Advice Communication Education

Supporting Healthy Screen Use
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Uniform Reminder

We expect all children to be dressed appropriately for school, according to our uniform policy
and taking account of the prevailing weather. Children must wear black shoes, trainers or ankle
boots but not hiking boots, work boots or similar. Please remember to check that jumpers and
cardigans still have names on the labels. Spare uniform can be sourced from The Builth
Primary Uniform Sell / Swap / Giveaway Facebook page organised by The Friends of Builth
Wells primary School. We also have some items in the school office which are free to those who
need them.

Children must wear appropriate clothes for P.E. Crop tops, jeans and baggy trousers are not
acceptable.

Health and Safety Reminder

Please remember to keep to 5mph when driving through the car park and do not park or drop-off
in the bus bay. Diolch.

Please could you also help us to remind children to take care on the
zebra crossing near the Police Station. We are trying to remind
everyone that they mustn’t assume drivers are going to see them or
stop but must wait until they are sure it is safe.

Headteacher
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